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Fox Tales 

President’s Message 
Calvin Kelly 

Action Regarding the Foxcliff Golf Club 
With a good deal of enthusiasm and optimism that I offer 
this update regarding the Foxcliff Golf Club (“FGC”).  Part 
of this update will include a very brief summary of the 
many variables weighed by the Foxcliff South HOA Board 
of Directors (“South Board”) upon understanding FGC’s 
financial position and receiving their request for assis-
tance from the South (and North) HOAs.  

Before diving into how we got to today, we would like to 
talk about the future.  After negotiations between the 
parties, with assistance by legal counsel, the South Board 
has entered into a non-binding agreement with the FGC 
to purchase land from the FGC.  More specifically, Foxcliff 
South has agreed to buy all the golf club property south 
of Mapleturn Road; this is essentially the “back nine” of 
the course, including the driving range, and comprises 
approximately 88 acres of land.  Some of our thought pro-
cess and reasoning behind this action follow below. 

The Problem and Our Solution 

Learning a few months ago of the FGC’s negative financial 
outlook, and after understanding their intentions to sell 
the course, the South Board held a Q&A session at which 
a great deal of feedback was received.  At this meeting, 
the FGC also proposed a mechanism by which the South 
and North HOAs could invest in the FGC and of course this 
spawned much more input, opinions, questions, and data. 

Clearly the situation seemed complicated.  And for a short 
while, to the South Board, this complexity seemed 
daunting.  But after a period where we listened more 
than we talked, the South Board reached clear consensus 
to focus our efforts toward a different solution to a differ-
ent problem.  What does this mean? 

In our opinion, the solutions to be debated were not how 
to “fix the club”, or how to “save golf”, or how to me-
chanically “bail out” the FGC.  The South Board’s respon-
sibility is to manage the HOA in a manner that keeps the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Final Printed FoxTales 

For the past couple of years, the HOA has asked for 
members to state their preference on receiving their 
issue of FoxTales.  We are now taking the step of going 
completely digital.  This will be last issue of FoxTales 
printed and delivered to homes.  When a new issue of 
FoxTales is printed it will be posted on the new and re-
vamped website.  If you have not provided your email 
address to the Office Manager, now is the time to do it.  
This is our best way to keep the community informed 
about what is going on and what the Board is doing on 
behalf of the membership. 

Use Caution Around Dams & Spillways 
Mike Hinshaw 

We live in beautiful community with many wooded are-
as, ravines and lakes.  Each of these lakes has an earthen 
dam and concrete spillway or overflow pipe.  Since 9-11, 
Homeland Security has recommended that communities 
limit access to dams and spillways, but this will not work 
in our community.  Homeowners want access for recrea-
tional purposes such as fishing and sledding, but they do 
need to be respectful of the risks. 

The water near the dam is deep and the rip rap may not 
be stable enough to allow a person to climb out of the 
water.  The rip rap is there to prevent erosion, not to 
provide easy access to and from the water. 

No one should ever climb into a spillway.  They may look 
like broad concrete sidewalks, but they are not.  The 
constant flow of water permits algae growth and the wet 
area of the spillway is always slick.  If you slip, you will 
slide to the bottom and you will be injured.  Spillways 
and overflow tubes are necessary to control water in the 
lake and maintain the integrity of the dams. 

I thought it was common knowledge that these were 
essential, but hazardous areas, but in the last few years 
we have had residents stack cut brush in spillways and 
fill overflow pipes with rip rap on several occasions.  We 
even had to repair a spillway after someone drove a ve-

(Continued on page 3) 
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Contact Information 
2018 Foxcliff Estates South Board of Directors 

(term expires) 
 
 

President 
Calvin Kelly (2021) 

317-441-6167 
 

Vice President  
Mike Bodine (2020) 

765.342.4904 
 

Secretary 
Mike Hinshaw  (2020) - Secretary 

765-318-5968 
 

Seth Britt (2022) - Treasurer 
317-774-4881 

 

Members 
John Blickenstaff (2019) 

317-224-9207 
 
 

Association Office Hours:  
M, T, W, Th, F:  11:30 am to 3:30pm 

Robin Steininger, Office Manager 
2085 E. Mapleturn Road 

Martinsville, IN 46151 
Phone – 765.349.9744 

Fax – 765.349.9745 
Email – feshaoffice@sbcglobal.net 
Website – www.foxcliffsouth.com 

 

Foxcliff South Calendar of Events 

Sep 11— FESHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, (South 

Clubhouse).  Open to residents.  

Oct 9 - FESHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, (South 

Clubhouse).  Open to residents.  

Oct 26 - Fall Social, Clubhouse 

Nov 10 - Christmas Bazaar 

Nov 13 - FESHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, (South 

Clubhouse).  Open to residents.  

Dec 7 - Dinner With Santa, Clubhouse 

Dec 11 - FESHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, (South 

Clubhouse).  Open to residents.  

Fridays Events at Foxcliff North Manor House 

(Continued from page 1) President’s Message 

preservation, and preferably growth, of South property 
values as its core objective.  We had to view and align the 
problem(s) and any solution(s) with this objective. 

Common sense and many real-world examples quantita-
tively and qualitatively demonstrate that a struggling or 
bankrupt club would have actual negative effects on 
South property values.  We viewed this negative impact 
on a continuum: on one end was the status quo: the club 
could continue on a path of undercapitalization, mainte-
nance would gradually worsen, feeding less play, and 
continued slow decline (property values trend lower to 
flatline growth or negative growth). 

The other end of the continuum was near term insolven-
cy for the club, actual abandonment and no upkeep of 
the course (property values drop substantially).  With 
these negative outcomes, it’s not unreasonable to focus 
on those solutions mentioned above (something needs 
to be “fixed” or “saved” or “bailed out”).  Even today, a 
great deal of conversation, on social media and other-
wise, revolves around the granular details not only of the 
future “fixes” needed, but historical failures that don’t 
necessarily inform the future. 

In truth, the paramount problem the South Board identi-
fied, and chose to focus on, was a potential problem 
much worse than just being a neighborhood centered 
around a poorly run or even wildly overgrown golf 
course.  The greatest threat, and most negative future 
scenario, was the prospect of an outside party gaining 
control of the FGC and utilizing the golf course property 
for purposes out of our control. 

This scenario has come to pass in many other places, and 
it will continue to happen in the future: Golf course/club 
struggles, sells to an outside party.  New owner/outside 
party makes good promises, but profit trumps loss if play 
does not increase.  Outside party pivots to preserving 
investment and sells assets (sod, trees, equipment, 
etc.).  Outside party determines new best use is for 
homes and either develops the land piecemeal sells to a 
full-time production home developer. 

Infrastructure that is already present makes a develop-
ment profitable from day one, and the development in 
not required to follow or even come close to our cove-
nants, bylaws, and rules.  This is the scenario – the worst-
case problem that the South Board identified - for which 
we sought a solution. 

As I mentioned earlier, this matter has had many moving 
parts and many concerned stakeholders.  The listening 

(Continued on page 4) 
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hicle onto it.  Now we are hearing about injuries caused 
by people slipping in the spillways. 

Stay out of the spillways, leave the overflow pipes alone 
and keep off of the rip rap.  These are hazardous areas 
and should be avoided.  They are certainly not locations 
where children should be playing.  Lastly, people with 
easy access to water need to know how to swim, espe-
cially children.  Drowning is the second leading cause of 
death in children under 15 years of age.   

Wild Grapevines Kill Trees 
Mike Hinshaw 

I have been cutting brush along the road sides and over-
head for the last few weeks and will soon be done.  I 
think it is important to let lot owners know that I saw 
many trees that are being killed by wild grapevines.  I cut 
the vines that were easily accessible and pulled them out 
of the canopy when I could, but this is really a job better 
done when the woods are clear. 

In addition to competing for moisture and nutrients at 
the roots, wild grapevines overgrow the tree’s canopy 
and block out the sunlight.  There are several different 
kinds of vines that grow on trees and none of them are 
beneficial, but the wild grape vines are the worst.  Fortu-
nately, they are easy to identify and kill. 

Grapevines are never attached to the trunk of the trees.  
They use the branches for support, but frequently ap-
pear to rise directly from the ground.  The bark on the 
vine is very loose and can be easily removed in long 
strips.  Other common vines, such as poison ivy and Vir-
ginia creeper are firmly attached to the trunk and have 
tight bark. 

My advice is to cut these vines whenever you see them, 
but the best time is in late winter so the sap runs out in 
early spring.  A little time invested on a sunny winter day 
will save you hundreds in a few years. 

2019 Pool Season Ends 

This year’s pool season was a huge success!  Other than a 
few thunderstorms, the pool was open each day.  It takes 
a lot of coordination, time, effort and hard work to make 
that happen.  We appreciate our partner, Indiana Pool 
and Spas for making this happen and for all those who 
enjoyed the pool. 

The second annual Drool in the Pool took place the Sat-
urday after the pool closed (Labor Day).  This year was an 
exciting success.  The weather was spectacular and so 
was the company.  We had 48 furry family members  par-
ticipate this year.  Dogs of all breeds, shapes, sizes with 

varying love of the water attended with their humans.   

The Morgan County Humane Society also joined us and 
brought one of their own.  FESHA residents were fantas-
tic donors to the MCHS.  Donations included hundreds of 
pounds of food, toys, bedding, gift cards and money.  The 
MCHS personally thanks each member who helped and 
have already put our FESHA Drool in the Pool on their 
calendar for next year-September 12. 

If you couldn’t attend, we’d like to urge you to put it on 
your calendar.  In the meantime, please keep using the 
common areas in our neighborhood with you furry 
friends!  We love seeing the pet family on the walks, 
hikes, carried in the strollers and bicycle carts.   

With such fun comes a little asking for help…  Please re-
member to clean up after your pets, and that includes 
not throwing the green, blue or other colored bags in the 
woods.  Pets should always be on a leash and respect 
your neighbor’s property and pets. 

A special thank you goes out to Mike Bodine, Vice Presi-
dent of the HOA and Chair of the Pool and Clubhouse 
Committee.  Mike puts in dozens of hours a week, vis-
iting the area multiple times a day and always does it 
with a smile on his face.  Mike works with our partners 
and lifeguards to improve our experience at the pool and 
ensure it’s safe and clean.  Please remember to say thank 
you when you see him around.  

Planning For Pool Opening in 2020 

Due to the continuous efforts of Indiana Pools and Spas 
(IPS), located in Bloomington, the residents of Foxcliff 
South enjoyed a very successful pool season. This past 
March, IPS made structural improvements to the wading 
pool and replaced the pool liner in both the wading and 
main pools. In the off-season IPS will rebuild the large 
pump to the main pool. 

The 2020 Pool Season will officially open on Saturday, 
May 23rd. FESHA will begin a 3-year process of replacing 
the lounge chairs and tables on the deck area. Also, plans 

(Continued from page 1) Use Caution on Dams And Spillways 

(Continued on page 5) 



4 

 

FoxTales—Fall 2019 On the Web at:   www.foxcliffsouth.com 

and learning the South Board has done over the past 
months revealed a wide range of perspectives.  It isn’t an 
exhaustive list but our analysis and decisions have been 
informed by communication with and/or data received 
from North Board, FGC Board, Mapleturn Utilities, South 
residents, North residents, a South Board subcommittee 
(South resident volunteers), South legal counsel, outside 
legal counsel, Morgan County Planning Department, in-
dependent financial advisors and equity investors, out-
side golf industry consultants, golfers, non-golfers, etc. 

Substantially all that we heard and learned pointed to 
the unique solution we determined would serve the 
problem we identified.  In fact, the more we heard and 
learned, the more convinced we became that our prob-
lem and our solution – what was best for Foxcliff South – 
had minimal relationship to the “business of golf”.  

Additional Details Regarding the Purchase 

So that it does not go unsaid, the South Board – like the 
vast majority of you – believes the current highest and 
best use of the golf course property is as a golf 
course.  Our purchase of the golf course property does 
not change that reality because a component of our 
agreement with the FGC is that we will lease the land 
back to them on an annual basis under the requirement 
that our property is to used exclusively for 18-hole 
play and that they comply with a maintenance plan that 
specifies expected upkeep requirements. 

FGC will remain in sole control of how it runs its business 
and we retain control ultimate control of the land, safe-
guarded from other uses that we do not deem accepta-
ble pursuant to the lease agreement. Who benefits from 
this agreement?  In almost any respect it is a “win-win” 
for South and the FGC.  South property values are pro-
tected if not enhanced.  The FGC receives capitalization 
that it will deploy towards strengthening its business. 

Potential outside investors / third parties whose profit 
motives that would almost certainly be adverse to our 
desires will never have a future opportunity to control 
our destiny by investing in the FGC and/or buying the 
land.  The land South is buying will be effectively be 
South Common Area and to that end we have preserved 
the ability for non-golfers to utilize the cart paths for 
walking or running (subject to timing limitations yet to be 
determined in ongoing negotiations). 

Next Steps 

With respect to vital questions as to costs and timing, we 
can share that the purchase price for the land is less than 
its average per acre assessed value.  We are comfortable 

(Continued from page 2)  President’s Message that, irrespective of different appraisal opinions of land 
value, that our agreed upon price represents fair market 
value or better.  At this moment, we have been asked to 
keep the specific purchase price confidential in that the 
FGC is still pursuing investment from Foxcliff North, 
among others.  We would like to honor this request for a 
very short period of time with the clear promise to South 
members that exact figures and specifics of the purchase 
agreement will be disclosed very soon. 

How will South pay for the purchase?  Our expectation is 
that the purchase will be funded with withdrawals from 
existing capital accounts (primarily Road Reserve), with 
annual revenue replenishing said reserves, and with an 
anticipated credit vehicle that will be used on a standby 
basis. 

Notable budgeting discussion for 2019 will occur at the 
next monthly South Board meeting (October 9th) and at 
the November monthly meeting.  The purchase will be an 
obvious component to those discussions. With respect to 
timing of the purchase, both parties are proceeding with 
development of the maintenance expectations that will 
be a requirement of the lease, and with the requisite 
closing documents including survey, title commitment, 
etc. 

South’s Golf Working Group will take the initial lead in 
developing the maintenance requirements in conjunction 
with FGC representatives.  If you would like to provide 
input, please email Robin at the office to state your inter-
est in doing so.  Outside professionals will be handling 
the other components related to the closing, in conjunc-
tion with South legal counsel.  Our goal is to have com-
pleted the formal transfer of the property in early De-
cember. 

 Thank you for reading this lengthy update.  Please note 
that we will devote time at the October 9th meeting to 
answering questions and receiving your feedback.  Of 
course feel free to email Robin or any of the Board mem-
bers in the interim.  You can reach out me directly 
at calvin.kelly@gmail.com or by phone/text at 
317.441.6167. 

 

Tennis/Pickle Ball Courts 

The FESHA Tennis/Pickle Ball Courts continue to be well 
used. Please be reminded that the Courts are locked and 
a key can be obtained by contacting Robin Steininger at 
the FESHA Office (765-349-9744). The tennis nets will be 
removed and courts closed the middle of December, reo-
pening in the middle of March 2020, weather permitting. 

mailto:calvin.kelly@gmail.com
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are being made to keep the regular pool hours,(11:30 am 
to 7:30 pm), after school starts providing guards are 
available . A morning water aerobics class and swim les-
sons may be offered if interest dictates. 

Clubhouse Exterior Remodel 

The South Clubhouse Exterior Remodel process will be 
completed this October after 3 years of re-construction. 
The project began in Summer of 2017 with the rear deck 
being replaced followed by new exterior doors, siding, 
roofing, guttering and light fixtures. The exterior was 
painted in late May to coordinate with the new roof and 
gutters. The final step of applying a protective finish to 
the rear deck will be completed this fall. We appreciate 
everyone’s patience in this lengthy process. 

Aging Infrastructure 

Our neighborhood was first platted and built over thirty 
years ago, in 1985.  In the past several years the Associa-
tion has spent a fair amount of money on updating and 
refurbishing our infrastructure.  The interior of the Club-
house was updated with hardwood floors, updated re-
strooms, and an updated kitchen.   We have spent the 
last three years updating the exterior of the Clubhouse 
with a new deck, new siding, a new roof, and painting.  
The tennis court surface has been repaired, repainted, 
and restriped.  The fence has been replaced.  

This been an impressive amount of work.  However, the 
most impressive thing is that your Board has been able 
to accomplish all this within a very modest annual budg-
et, with a very modest annual membership dues, and 
good stewardship of our capital asset reserves. 

Each year the Board assesses road surface conditions 
and makes appropriate repairs.  Last re-surfaced almost 
seventeen years ago; with the annual maintenance they 
are still in good shape.  One thing that has not been reg-
ularly checked, mostly because of “out of sight, out of 
mind” have been the culverts that go under our roads. 

Recently a sink hole developed under North Country 
Club Road near the power lines at the west entry of the 
neighborhood.  The culvert under the road had separat-
ed and a sink hole big enough the put a golf cart or Mini 
Cooper in developed.  With only a minor inconvenience 
of a few days closure, the sink hole was repaired.  Look-
ing at some of the other culverts, one on Gray Fox was 
found to be rusted out with erosion under and around 
the culvert.  This has also been repaired.  The Board is in 
the process of evaluating culverts under our roads to 
determine the extent of this aging infrastructure and 
appropriate remedies. 

Based on the condition of the road surface, the ability to 
delay road repaving for at least another year, and the 
funds available in our road reserve and contingency re-
serve; the Association will be able to make needed re-
pairs without calling for a special assessment or for a 
significant dues increase.  While there may be some in-
convenience caused by some temporary road closures, 
but the safety of our neighbors is a top priority. 

Dog Manners 

Many of our neighbors have dogs.  They are more than 
pets in many cases, they are part of the family.  Our cov-
enants, in Article III, Section 5 states, “No pets other 
than dogs, cats, or other household domestic animals 
may be kept on any lot.  No animals may be raised or 
bred for commercial purposes and all animals shall be 
confined to the lot of the owner.”  Many of our mem-
bers have installed invisible fences which keep the pets 
confined to the property.  However, this does not keep 
other pets from entering that property. 

When you are walking your dog, please keep them un-
der your control at all times.  They should be either on a 
leash, firm voice command, or with a warning collar.  
Many dogs are protective of not only their family, but 
also the property they live on.  You or your dog could be 
considered a threat if you enter the dogs territory be-
hind an invisible fence, or even close to the perimeter of 
the invisible fence. 

Don’t introduce yourself or your dog to a new dog.  Let 
the owner of the dog introduce you to their dog.  This 
way the dog will be confident that its owner does not 
consider you a threat and will be much calmer and ac-
cepting. 

As a reminder, please pick up after your dog.  There is 
nothing more exciting than stepping into a pile of dog 
poop while mowing your lawn.  Remember to dispose of 
the waste at home, not in a bag on an empty lot. 

(Continued from page 3)  Planning for Pool Opening 
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Foxcliff Estates South Homeowners Association 

2085 E. Mapleturn Road _ Martinsville, IN 46151 

FROM: 

TO: 

2020 BOARD ELECTION 

If you are interested in serving on the Board, all you need 
to do is fill out a self-nomination form with your name, 
time as a resident, and a brief description of your back-
ground and reason for standing for the Board.  The form 
outline is provided below and is available on our website, 
www.foxcliffsouth.com.  Nominations must be received by 
the close of business on October 31st.  Nominations may be 
submitted via e-mail or hard copy to the FESHA Office or 
dropbox.  Candidate nominations / statements will be in-
cluded in the Winter edition of FoxTales.  Nomination 
forms should not exceed one column in length. 

Nomination Format:  2020 Election 

Name of Candidate:  ________________________ 

Address: __________________________(Lot ___) 

Phone: ___ - ___ - _____ 

E-mail:  __________________________________ 

Years FESHA Resident: ____ 

Candidate Statement_________________________ 

 

Ground Turkey Sweet Potato Skillet 
PREP TIME: 15 minutes  COOK TIME:  20 minutes YIELD:  
4 Servings 
Would you like a nice fall dish that is easy to prepare 
and delicious?  We found this recipe on pinterest – 
there are several variations on the site, but this is the 
one we chose to try.  Very tasty! 
Ingredients 
3 small or 2 large sweet potatoes, peeled and diced (about 
3 cups)  
1 pound ground turkey  
1 yellow bell pepper  
1 cup onion, diced  
½ cup mozzarella, shredded  
½ cup water  
¼ cup cilantro, chopped  
2 tablespoons olive oil  
1.5 tablespoons ground cumin  
1 tablespoon garlic, minced  

1 teaspoon chili powder  
½ teaspoon salt  
¼ teaspoon pepper  

Instructions 
In a large cast iron skillet, heat olive oil over medium-
high heat. Add garlic, cook for 1 minute, add ground 
turkey. Use a wooden spoon to break apart meat and 
continue cooking about 8 minutes until browned. 
Add cumin, chili powder, salt and pepper. Stir well. 
Add onion and bell pepper, cook for 3-4 minutes. Add 
diced sweet potato and water. Stir and cover with a lid 
for approximately 6-8 minutes until the sweet potatoes 
soften. Add additional water during this process if need-
ed to keep the meat from drying out.  
Remove lid and add additional salt and pepper if need-
ed. Top with shredded mozzarella and allow it to melt. 
Remove skillet from heat and garnish with fresh cilantro 
before serving.  
 

Foxcliff South Website Updated 

In Phase 1, we updated graphics, portability (you can 
use it via phone, PC or tablet) and the layout to provide 
a better overall view to the community.  You can refer-
ence HOA Covenants, By-laws, and Architecture and 
Construction standards at the click of a button. There 
are links to board members, contact us pages, ability to 
reserve the clubhouse/pool online, etc.   

Phase 2 will add even more functionality, account info, 
ability to pay dues, clubhouse rental fees online, ability 
to register and access directories and more.  

The board is trying to conserve spending and hope 
there are community members who have experience 
maintaining websites-mostly small tasks like creating 
special pages and news info, uploading pictures from 
events, etc.  If you have experience with WordPress 
and have an hour or two a month to help the communi-
ty, please let the office know.  Help us serve the com-
munity. 

http://www.foxcliffsouth.com

